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Thank you all for coming to the White
House. Thanks for being champs. And on be-
half of the American people, I congratulate
you.

NOTE: The President spoke at 2:25 p.m. in the
East Room at the White House. In his remarks,
he referred to His Eminence William Cardinal
Keeler, Archbishop of Baltimore; and owner Art
Modell, vice president of player personnel Ozzie
Newsome, head coach Brian Billick, defensive co-
ordinator Marvin Lewis, and defensive end Mi-
chael McCrary, Baltimore Ravens.

Proclamation 7448—Asiatic Fleet
Memorial Day
June 7, 2001

By the President of the United States
of America

A Proclamation
All of America’s service personnel and vet-

erans deserve our gratitude, and it is fitting
to pay tribute to the United States Asiatic
Fleet.

The United States Navy’s presence in the
Far East dates to 1822. The Asiatic Fleet was
formed in 1902, reestablished in 1910, and
continued to serve into 1942. Through years
of unrest and disturbance, the Fleet pro-
tected American lives and interests along the
China coast and the Yangtze River, bearing
responsibilities that were as much diplomatic
as Naval. The Fleet also assisted civilian areas
devastated by the forces of nature and by
internal warfare.

When the attack on Pearl Harbor thrust
the United States into World War II, the Asi-
atic Fleet played a key role in the defense
of the Philippines. Outnumbered and
outgunned at sea and in the air, the Fleet
was joined by ships of the British, Dutch,
and Australian navies to oppose the Japanese
advance through what is now Indonesia. The
Fleet’s destroyers hit the Japanese at
Balikpapan and Badung Strait, and the cruis-
er Marblehead fought her way through mas-
sive air attacks off Bali while submarines,
short of fuel and torpedoes, struck Japanese
supply lines.

The battle for the ‘‘Malay Barrier’’ reached
its climax in the Java Sea. In the opening

hours of March 1, 1942, the American cruiser
Houston and the Australian cruiser Perth,
outnumbered and outgunned by the Japa-
nese, fought to the last in the Sunda Strait.
They went down with their guns still firing
and were followed hours later by the British
cruiser Exeter. The remaining Allied ships
were then ordered to make their way to Aus-
tralia.

The Asiatic Fleet was no more, but its her-
itage of courage and selfless dedication
helped spur our Navy to victory in World
War II. Since then, the Seventh Fleet has
carried on the Asiatic Fleet’s duties, earning
honor in Korea and Vietnam and helping to
preserve peace and stability in East Asia. The
men and women of our Naval services who
saw the Cold War to a peaceful conclusion
and won victory in Operation Desert Storm
are worthy descendants of the sailors and
Marines who earned glory in the Java Sea.
As we pay tribute to the memory of the Asi-
atic Fleet, I call on all Americans to join me
in saluting its proud heritage of bravery and
honor.

The Congress, by Public Law 105–261, on
October 17, 1998, has authorized and re-
quested the President to issue a proclamation
in commemoration of the United States Navy
Asiatic Fleet.

Now, Therefore, I, George W. Bush,
President of the United States of America,
by virtue of the authority vested in me by
the Constitution and laws of the United
States, do hereby proclaim Friday, March 1,
2002, as U.S. Navy Asiatic Fleet Memorial
Day. I call upon all Americans to observe
this day with appropriate ceremonies, activi-
ties, and programs.

In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set
my hand this seventh day of June, in the year
of our Lord two thousand one, and of the
Independence of the United States of Amer-
ica the two hundred and twenty-fifth.

George W. Bush

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register,
10:54 a.m., June 8, 2001]

NOTE: This proclamation was published in the
Federal Register on June 11.
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Remarks at a Tax Relief Celebration
in Dallas Center, Iowa
June 8, 2001

Thank you all very much. It’s nice to be
back on the farm. [Laughter] I want to thank
the Barretts for their hospitality. I was here
before. I’m going to make mention of that
in a minute, but it’s great to be back here
again. Tom and Judy and their family rep-
resent what America is all about—family val-
ues, family love, hard work, tradition, history,
generations. So it’s an honor to be back here
and be able to talk a little bit about what’s
going on in the Nation’s Capital.

I am so honored to be traveling today with
members of the Iowa congressional delega-
tion, at least those who had the wisdom to
support tax relief for the hard-working peo-
ple of Iowa.

The Senator was really effective. I know
you were proud of him before this piece of
legislation passed. But if you had seen him
like I saw him, working hard on behalf of
people, you’d really be proud. This is a mon-
umental legislative achievement, because the
chairman from the great State of Iowa
worked diligently on behalf of the American
people. This happened because Chairman
Grassley made it happen, and I am so grate-
ful.

As you know, we Bushes are used to taking
orders from people named Barbara. [Laugh-
ter] That’s right, it is her birthday. I want
you to note, those in the press corps, I called
her first thing this morning and wished her
a happy birthday.

But Senator Grassley listens to someone
named Barbara, as well, and she is with us
today, Barbara Grassley. Thank you for com-
ing, Barbara.

Four Congressmen from Iowa stood fast
with the people of Iowa. Congressman
Ganske—some say he might be thinking
down the road. If he is, I hope everybody
gives him a serious look, because he was
steadfast when it came to worrying about the
working people in the State of Iowa and the
farmers in the State of Iowa.

And you’ve allowed others from the great
State of Iowa to come into the greater Des
Moines area: Latham, Leach, and Nussle.
Fine Congressmen, honest, decent Ameri-

cans. And by the way, Congressman Jim
Nussle was the head of the Budget Com-
mittee, who did a superb job, an unbelievably
good job of shepherding through a budget
that not only helps the Nation meet our pri-
orities but a budget that also included some
of the surplus going back to the people that
pay the bills. Congressman Nussle distin-
guished himself on behalf of all Americans
and, particularly, the people of the State of
Iowa. So I am so honored that the three—
four Congressmen are with us.

You may have heard that I’m on my way
from here to chunk out the first pitch at the
College World Series. As you know, it’s in
Nebraska. I see a man with a Nebraska—
there you go, yes—Nebraska hat on. Well,
we’ve got a Congressman from Nebraska, as
well, with us, Congressman Lee Terry. I ap-
preciate you coming, Lee, as well; thanks for
being here.

I haven’t decided whether or not I’m going
to go with the fastball or slider today. [Laugh-
ter] I just hope it’s not the same pitch I used
in Milwaukee to open the stadium, where
there was a nice little bounce to it before
it got to the plate. [Laughter] At any rate,
I’m so honored to be here. Kay, I appreciate
you being here. I remember well the speech
I gave to the Greater Des Moines Partner-
ship. And I want to thank all the Chamber
of Commerce members who are here.

I also want to recognize two former Gov-
ernors, friends of mine who were steadfast
in their support, Bob Ray and Terry
Branstad. Thank you both for coming. They
still remember you. And I know the Speaker
of the House is here, as well. Where’s Brent?
Brent, thanks for coming. It’s great to see
you, sir. Thank you.

The last time I was here, we were talking
about foreign policy, and there were two peo-
ple who were here then that aren’t here now.
And I’m so sad that Herb Plambeck and Bob
Lounsberry are not here with us. But I can
assure you that they’re smiling when they’ve
heard that we had gotten rid of the death
tax.

I also want to thank the tax families who
are here. For those of you who paid attention
to the campaign, one of the things I tried
to do in the course of the campaign, in order
to build public will for good public policy,
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